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BIOGRAPHY  
 
Sarah Beddington is a British artist and filmmaker now based in London whose work investigates the intersection between the historical and the 

contemporary, often in relation to journeys and migration, Beddington is interested in traces in the landscape, the power of the collective voice and walking 

as a means of affirming presence. Her works in film and video, as well as in fragile or ephemeral media such as etched glass and silverpoint drawing, 

present a minutely scrutinised sense of place that offer a poetic reading of the overlap between the historical, the mythical and the everyday, potentially 

opening up a space to future scenarios. 

Sarah Beddington’s work has been shown in many museums, galleries and film festivals including: City States, Liverpool Biennale; Les Rencontres 

Internationales, Centre Pompidou, Paris and Reina Sofia Museum, Madrid; Eastern Standards: Western Artists in China, MASS MoCA, USA; FIDMarseille 

International Film Festival; LOOP film and video festival, Angels Gallery, Barcelona; Vanishing Point, Wexner Center for the Arts, Columbus, Ohio. She has 

recently been shortlisted for the Artangel Open Commission and the Paul Hamlyn Foundation award in the UK and received a Bloomberg LP special 

commission in 2008. She had a research residency in 2014 at the Henry Moore Institute in Leeds and previous artistic residencies include International 

Studio and Curatorial Program (ISCP, 2002 - 2003) and Cité des Arts in Paris (2009 - 2010). 

 

She is currently working on a feature-length documentary film that uses birds and bird migration to look at stories of human migration in the Middle East and 

has just completed a NYSCA/Percent for Art commission to create a large-scale permanent public artwork for the lobby of a new school in New York 

designed by the architects Graves-MMA.  

 

Her work is represented in a number of public and private collections including Arts Council England. 

 



 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  From	  here	  to	  there	  and	  on	  beyond.	  .	  .	  
2014,	  hand-‐etched	  glass,	  steel	  panels	  and	  ceiling	  lights	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Permanent	  installation	  at	  Geraldine	  Ferraro	  Campus,	  Queens,	  New	  York.	  Collection	  of	  the	  NYC	  Department	  of	  Education 



	  
From	  here	  to	  there	  and	  on	  beyond…,	  detail	  showing	  how	  changes	  in	  the	  light	  source	  affects	  the	  imagery	  

‘From	  here	  to	  there	  and	  on	  beyond.	   .	   .’,	   is	  a	   large	  scale	  site-‐specific	  public	  artwork	  commissioned	  by	  the	  NYC	  Department	  of	  Education	  and	  NYC	  School	  
Construction	  Authority,	  Public	  Art	  for	  Public	  Schools	  Program,	  in	  collaboration	  with	  the	  NYC	  Department	  of	  Cultural	  Affairs,	  Percent	  for	  Art	  Program.	  This	  
permanent	  installation	  has	  just	  opened	  in	  the	  main	  entrance	  lobby	  of	  a	  new	  elementary	  school	  in	  Queens,	  New	  York,	  designed	  by	  the	  architects	  Michael	  
Graves	  &	  Associates.	  

The	  concept	  for	  the	  work	  came	  out	  of	  Sarah	  Beddington's	  observation	  that	  the	  school	  location	  is	  directly	  under	  a	  major	  flight	  path	  to	  and	  from	  the	  city’s	  
main	  airports	  nearby.	  The	  traces	  of	  the	  planes,	  in	  the	  form	  of	  vapour	  trails	  above,	  seem	  to	  inscribe	  the	  site	  into	  a	  much	  wider	  universe	  beyond.	  These	  trails	  
are	  represented	  in	  the	  22	  windows	  encircling	  the	  lobby	  like	  a	  strip	  of	  celluloid	  film,	  reflecting	  Beddington's	  interest	  in	  the	  cinematic.	  Etched	  with	  images	  
that	  present	  a	  procession	  of	  flying	  creatures	  and	  machines	  in	  a	  progressively	  expanding	  journey	  through	  space,	  the	  interconnecting	  series	  is	  intended	  as	  a	  
possible	  blueprint	  for	  the	  imagination	  that	  can	  provoke	  associative	  thoughts	  between	  historical,	  scientific,	  fictional	  and	  natural	  worlds.	  Each	  window	  has	  
two	  panes	  of	  glass	  which	  have	  been	  etched	  and	  sandblasted	  by	  various	  hand-‐applied	  processes.	  The	  recess	  behind	  is	  painted	  with	  a	  blue	  reminiscent	  of	  
cyanotypes	  or	  blueprints	  and,	  depending	  on	  the	  light,	  the	  images	  can	  turn	  from	  negative	  to	  positive	  as	  if	  exposed	  like	  analogue	  film.	  	  

Working	   with	   the	   architects,	   Beddington	   chose	   to	   clad	   the	   lobby	   ceiling	   in	   stainless	   steel	   in	   order	   to	   animate	   the	   space	   by	   reflecting	   the	   shadowy	  
movement	  of	  people	  crossing	  the	   lobby	  below.	  Like	  some	  giant	  clock	  there	  are	  twelve	  segments	  of	  steel	  representing	  astrological	  time,	  with	  the	  ceiling	  
lights	  arranged	  to	  suggest	  the	  solar	  system.	  



	  

From	  here	  to	  there	  and	  on	  beyond…,	  installation	  view,	  Geraldine	  Ferraro	  Campus,	  Queens,	  New	  York	  

	  

	  





 



 

	  



 

 

  

 

Contact	  VII,	  2015,	  Digital	  C-‐type	  photograph,	  series	  of	  seven	  photographs,	  each	  image	  37	  X	  47.5	  cm	  



 



 















 

 



    



 



 

 

 



SARAH BEDDINGTON - CV 
 
Biography 
  Born in Winchester, U.K. 
   
Education 
1994-96  MA Fine Art, Central St Martin’s College of Art and Design 
1990-93  City and Guilds of London Art School 
 
Solo Exhibitions 
2014   ‘From here to there and on beyond. . .’ permanent installation in lobby of new school, New York 
2008  Places of Laughter and of Crying, curated by Sacha Craddock and Graham Gussin, Bloomberg SPACE, London 

Crossing, curated by Tania Duvergne, Dumbo Arts Center (DAC), New York 
2005-2006 Panoptiscope, curated by James Putnam, Petrie Museum, University College London 
2005  Parallel Lines and Other Stories, curated by Alena Williams, Bootlab, Berlin 
2004  Momenta Art, New York 
2003  where would you rather be..., FLAT, ArtBasel, Paradeisos Center, Miami 
2003  Double Trouble, curated by Felicity Hogan, FLAT, New York 
2001   Forty Nights, Hales Gallery, London 
1999  Galleri Wallner, Malmö, Sweden 
1999   Sarah Beddington, Hales Gallery, London 
 
Selected Group Exhibitions and Film Screenings  
2015  FIDMarseille International Film Festival 
2013  Jericho: beyond the celestial and terrestrial, Birzeit University Museum, Birzeit , West Bank of Palestine 
2012  the near and the elsewhere, PM Gallery, London 
  Sheffield Fringe, Sheffield Documentary Film Festival 
2011  Les Rencontres Internationales, Centre Pompidou, Paris and Haus de Kulturen de Welt, Berlin 

FIDLab, FIDMarseille, Marseille 
2010  City States, Liverpool Biennale 

A travers un cercle de regards, Cité Internationale des Arts, Paris  
2009  Les Rencontres Internationales, Reina Sofia Museum, Madrid 
  The Other Shadow of the City, al Hoash Gallery, Jerusalem 
  Sarah Beddington, General Public, Berlin 

RIWAQ Biennale, Ramallah, West Bank 
Eastern Standards: Western Artists in China, curated by Susan Cross, MASS MoCA, USA 

 
 
 



2008  Les Rencontres Internationales, Beaux-arts de Paris, Paris  
The Animal Gaze, London Metropolitan University, London 

  Re-Construction, curated by Ami Barak, YAB Bucharest Biennale, Bucharest 
  Map Games, Today Museum, Beijing, China; Birmingham City Art Museum, UK 
  AMBULANTE, Injerto, Gira de Documentales, Mexico City and touring 
2007  RIWAK Biennale, curated by Charles Esche and Art School Palestine, Ramallah 

About Time, Nordjyllands Kunstmuseum, Denmark   
Nordic Video Festival, Sweden 

2006  Panoramica, The Rufino Tamayo Museum, Mexico City 
  The Experiment, Peekskill Project, Peekskill, New York 
2005  Vanishing Point, curated by Claudine Isé, Wexner Center for the Arts, Columbus, Ohio 

LOOP Video Festival, Galeria del Angels, Barcelona 
    
 
Collections  
Arts Council England and other public and private collections in the UK, Europe and the USA 
 
Awards and Residencies  
2014   Research residency Henry Moore Institute 
2012-2014 Commissioned by Percent for Art to make permanent public art work in New York  
  British Council funding to make the film ‘Logic of the Birds’ 
2009-2010 Artist Residency - Cité Internationale des Arts, Paris 
2009  Artist Residency - ArtSchool Palestine, Jerusalem 
2008  Bloomberg LP Special Commission 
2006  Nominated for Paul Hamlyn Award London 
2005 Arts Council England funded ‘Panoptiscope’ project for Petrie Museum, University College, London 
2004  Artwise Curators London commission 
 
 
Sarah Beddington’s work is included in multiple articles and publications. 

 

 


